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major power. Fortunately The Netherlands is not on the most direct
route between France and Germany, and fortunately also the low
swampy character of its land does not make it well adapted for the
movement of armies. Consequently, it has never been a battle ground
to the same extent as has Belgium.

CLIMATE

The bordering seas give The Netherlands a remarkably moderate
temperature for an area lying between 50 and 53 degrees north lati-
tude. They also reduce seasonal variations; thus the average January
temperature is 34.5 degrees Fahrenheit, and the average July tempera-
ture is 66 degrees Fahrenheit. Variations in temperature increase
slightly from west to east, but the small size of the country prevents
any great differences in this respect.

The coastal dunes and the area immediately behind them receive
the most rainfall, while the polders receive the least. Although the
average annual rainfall is only 28 inches, rain falls on 204 days in the
year, and snow on 19. The average relative humidity is quite high,
usually being over 80 per cent. Thus cloudy or foggy weather is
common, the winters being especially damp.

While the climate is at times far from pleasant, the unusually low
death rate and the activity of the people indicate that it is favorable
to human health and energy. It also encourages agriculture, as it is
suitable to most crops, and the winters are sufficiently mild so that
grazing is possible throughout most of the year. Transportation is
seldom hampered by climate, for only during occasional winters is the
temperature sufficiently severe so that the canals and rivers are blocked
by ice. When this happens the canals are. transformed into ice high-
ways, and skating becomes the favorite activity of the entire popula-
tion. In general it may be said that the climate is decidedly favorable,
and has encouraged all phases of human progress.

GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS

There are three geographical divisions in The Netherlands, and
each has produced its characteristic type of human development. These
divisions form belts roughly parallel to the coast. They are: (i) a
narrow belt of beach and dune along the coast, (2) flat lowlands oc-
cupying most of the western and central portions of the country, and
(3) the sand and gravel flats and ridges to the east.